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Do We Have the
“Passion to Excel”?

District Gowvernor kKent Beissel

Until & year or more ago, not many Lions had
heard the spoken phrase "Passion to Excel”.
Lions members howewer, in their own individual
ways, have lived this phrase in all they do to
help people make their lives better. As | have
said repeatedly, during club wisits, “Lions
change people’'s lives”. Mot only the lives of
those whom we help, but also through the
rewards we receive, in our own lives, by being
the "helper” of those in need. Itis this personal,
ife-changing experience that | would like to see
ALL Lions consider at this time of year. If you
enjoy that feeling that comes owver you, when
yoll are helping others, |'would like each of you
to consider what you are personally going to do
to maintain or increase that rewarding feeling.
This might be on the club or the District lewvel.
As many of you have heard me say, | had no
idea that when | became a Sauk Centre Lion,
22 wears ago, that | ewver envisioned myself
doing Lions worle at this level. The amount of
effort necessary increases a little, howewer the
rewards, as a Lion, have been multiplied many,
many times owver. Yes, | am encouraging you
to consider a step to another level of Lions'
involvement. At this point in my year as
Governor, | have met and become acquainted
with enough of you to realize that there is a
tremendous amount of untapped talent out
there in the District. FPLEASE. consider, at
whatewver Lions level you are, to volunteer, or if
asked, to accept an advanced position in Lions.
You will be rewarded with "changed lives”;, your
own life and the lives of those people who we
strive to make better every day!

As you read this we will be within a couple of weeks
of the District SM-4 Midewinter Convention on
January 27, 28 and 22, There is plenty of time and
available space to still be able to register for the
convention.  For those of you who hawve attended
conventions in the past you know that it will be a
rewiarding experience. Itis atime when Lions come
to realize that their efforts to help others improwve
their lives reaches beyond the boundaries of their
oW Communities. For the “first timers” the
convention will probably be one of your most
rewiarding Lions experiences. You will find out that
being a Lion i1s more than pancake feeds, cleaning
ditches or selling raffle tickets and come to the
realization that those activities are Just a means to
being able to help needy people. There are plenty of
activities such as seminars, speakers, hospitality
rooms, business meeting and sharing time with other
Lions, to peak the interest of every Lion in some
wiay . | loole forward to seeing and wisiting with as
many of you as possible, both "old timers® and "first
timers" alike .

SEE YOU IN ALEXANDRIA!!!!

Don’t delay in making reservations for
the Mid-Winter Convention in
Alexandria on January 27, 28 and
29th. There are many events going on
in Alex that weekend, including an ice
fishing tournament! Rooms at the
Holiday Inn, the convention hotel,
could be in short supply.
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NEWS FROM THE SOUTHWEST
VDG JIM DEMAREE

TI'm sitting here on a beautiful Mimnnesota December
afternoon looking out at the setting sun lengthening the
shadows on this white winter wonderland. T think back
to the many winters when I couldn’t wait for snow to go
sledding or skiing. Mow I wish it would stay like this till
Christmas and then melt! Funny how age changes your
perception.

We should also be keeping that in mind when we look to
start new clubs or recruit new members. A lot of us
who are looked at as leaders in the District or i Clubs
are of an older generation. We look at things differently
than someone m their teens or twenties. This 15 not bad;
it 15 a good thing When vou ask a young mother to join
vour club and she says she can’t attend meetings because
of her children’s activities, ask her if she could wortlt on
cotntnunity projects of fund raisers mstead of attending
meetings. We need workers as well az meeting
attendees.  Also, in thinking of a new club, think of
targeting a group of people who already work together
or semething of that type.

We need to zeriously be locking at Int'l Pres. Mehta's
Plus One program at this time.  One increase in
membership  per club, one new club per district
Certamnly an attainable goal for our district. Something
that we shouldn’t overlook iz the possibility of starting
another club m towns that already have one or more
Lionz Clubs.

Ilarge & I have had the opportumity to wsit a couple of
Zone Meetings in the last month and certainly enjoyed
meeting  some new faces and renewing  some
acquaintances. The VDG s and spouses et in Eenson
a couple weeks back and were fitted for our District
Gowvernot jackets. It was fun to meet over lunch and
compare notes as to what 15 happenihg in our respective
districts. They are a great group of people and we are
really looking forward to worling with them owver the
next eighteen months,

Mews 18 short this month — hawve a Merry Christmas and
a Happy & Prospercus MNew Year We wall lock
torward to seeing you at the Mid-Winter Convention.

o the Trail of Shid
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CONGRATULATIONY ..

Mew Hector Lions...... ..
L to B: Nathan Homan, Corey Elobunde, Darryl Ilgen, Tudy
Beissel, DG Eent Beissel and Brett Willer.

Montevideo Lions.... ..

Mletrie Bertrand, far left, received the Melvin Jones Fellow
award at the Montevideo Lions Club wisit. She also sponsored
two new members, Jerry and Dixie Tilden.

Eerkhoven Lions......
Members inducted at a recent meeting are Julie Torkelson,
EBondta Kluver, Kathy Kalstrom and Woody Helson.
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Therfinnson for Int’12™ VP Campaign
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PID Ross L. Thorfinnson Jr. and Lynda
MDSM can make a difference!

This year the Lions from around the world have the
opportunity to vote for one candidate for 24 International
Wice President in Boston, There 15 a race between PID Dentus
Tischnor and PID 41 Brandel By going to the convention, the
Lions of MDSM, which 1z the fourth largest multiple m Morth
America, can be wmvolved m the democratic process of
choosihg our nesxt leader. Our goal 12 to hawe 500 wotihg
delegates at Boston, with which we could malke in impact on
the decision of who our next international leader would be! If
“qust one” member from each club went to the convention, we
could easily achiewe our goal

By hawing 500 memhbers at the conwention in Boston, we
would be able to show the Lions of the world that we want to
he inwolved in the International picture. It has heen close to
80 years since we hawve had an mternational president from
MDD, We have a chance again to have that prestige with
Lion Rozs Thorfinnzon. Ross and his wife Lynda hawve started
of their campaign trail to be elected as 24 International VP.

Many of us Lions jomed this organization because we wanted
to help someonse. Cur money, tme and energy go to our
commnurities and our state or prowvidence wlach is great. We
also help people mternationally through Lions projects such
as LCIF. By going to conventions at the multple or
international level we can hear and ses about the good that
we have achieved as Lions. Itis tune for the Lions of MDSM
to reconnect with our International Family.

Fosz  Thorfinnson  wants  to help our  international
organization stay on course with it's motto of “We Serwe”.
He iz askang for our support in the upcoming vears for his
campaign to he elected as 2 International Vice President
We can help hitn by attending the conventions i Boston and
Chicagn. MDSM would be proud to have Ross Thorfinnson
as the leader of our International Family of Lions.

On the Trail of 54
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Support the Band

The Fergus Falls High School Marching Band will be
representing Multiple District 5M when the march in

Boston during this year's Lions International Conventian
June 30 to July 4, 2006,

The Band has a long a proud tradition of excellence. They
perfarrm in many area parades each summer and in
national parades on occasion.  The band was proud to
earn a second place finish in the 1998 Cherry Blossom
Farade in Washington, DC. The FFHS marching band
traditionally performs a patrictic theme, and the phrase
they carry with them in all parades is Share the Pride! The
community of Fergus Falls and Fergus Falls High School
is proud to have the marching band represent the Lions of
bDAM in this year's International Lions Convention Parade
in Boston, MA.

The Council of Governors of MD&M have voted to give the
marching band a $5000 honorarium to perfarm for MDSM.
This is a small portion of the cost for this band to travel
and rmarch in Boston. At a minimurn it would be $650 per
student with a cost of about $78,000. YWe are asking for
danations from all Lions Clubs in MDSM to help defray
expenses for these young people who will represent our
multiple with a first class effart.

FPlease make your check out to MDSM with Fergus Falls
Band in the memao section and send your donations to. .

PCC Keith Johnson
BZ6 Turnberry Lane
Litchfield, MN 55355-3200
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DG Eent wath CZ Brian Sheehan and Mer Athmann
at the Bird Island club wisit 5o Husldes!
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On the 5M4 Trail With DG Kent

&-8 SMP Corvention @ Cragun’s
&-8 SME Convention (@ Holiday Inn East, St Paul
2 Eenson Club visitation
10 Willmar Evening Club wisitation
11 Conwvention Comm. Mtz Alex Holiday Inn-noon
17 Dawson Club wisitation
1% Emgston Club wisitation
C20-22 5NV Convention @) Arport Marriott
20-22 5M5 Convention @ Sheraton Bloomington
27-29 Mid-Winter Convention-&Alexandria Holiday
Inn

3-5 SMs Convention @ Eelly Inn, 5t Cloud

& CGrove City/Atwater Clubs wisitation

7 Brandon Club wisitation
10-12 5M2 Convention @ Holiday Inn, Mankato
13 Fairfa/Buffalo Lake Clubs wisitation
15 Willmar Noon Club wmsitation
17-19 5M3E Convention @ Holiday Inn, Farmont
21 Watzon Club wisitation
27 Milan Club wsitation
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On the Trail of 54

We Want You

to be a candidate for
Vice District Governor
2006-2007

Contact: VDG dm Demaree
320/269-7568
|mdemaree@maxminn.corm

Don't forget to register for the Mid-Winter
Convention~~January 27-29 at the
Holiday Inn in Alexandria. Registration
form is on page 6.
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Rochester... Here We Comel!!

It" s hard to helieve that 7 tnonths have passed sihce Lions,
Lioness and Leos gathered at the Keystone Centre in
Brandon, Manitoba

It's time, now, to make plans now for the MDA 2006
Convention to be held i Rochester, Minnesota Friday
Aprl 28 — Bunday Apnl 30 2006, at the Mayo Crac
Center.

Lions of Minnesota, Iantaba and MW Ontario welcome
our international guest for the weekend, Past International
President James Erwin PIP James Ervin of Alhany,
Ceorgla, USA, served as president of The International
Ageootation of Lions Clubs followsng hiz election at the
aszociation's &2nd International Conwvention, held m San
Dnego, California, USA, June 28-July 2, 1999 What a
oreat opportunity for us as Lions, Lioness and Leos, to
teet, wisit and hear PIP James Ervin’s message during the
hanquet on Saturday might.

On Friday, there will he an open business meeting
followeed by the PDE s reception. At Spm the Memoral
Servmce will take place m the auditormm followed by
entertatiment at Syt

At Tam Saturday mornmg, there will be a brealkfast buffet
and 3 Vice President campaien rally for PID Raoss
Thorfinnson. It's sure to be an exciting time for all Lions.
Then, mformative sermnars begin at 3:30am  about
Campaign  Sightfirst I, Lions Quest,  Mizseion 30,
Leadership/Development, Public Eelations, Leno Cluhs,
Mewsletters and Membershup Eetention round out the
Saturday morning events.

Saturday afternoon actinties after lunch i the Eslubit
Hall include the business meesting from 2 — 5, cash har
prior to the hanguet at fpm. The hanguet heging at Fpm,
with entertamment to follow at Spm.

The MD3M Eochester convention cormrmittes chaired by
PDG Dudley Parsons, hawve put together an exciting, fun
and mformatrve weeleend for all Lions, Lioness and Leos
who will he attending For registration and lodging
information, please log on to www lionsmdSm ore and
chck on the 2006 MD3M Convention link on the left side
of the page. There, vou will find registration forme and
lodging nformation.

Idore nformation will be mclded in subsequent 12sues of
this newsletter leading up to the Multiple Consrention April
248 — 30, 2006,
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Lions Club International
President’s Message

We all have our own heroes, individuals we
admire and respect, individuals who have
made an impact on our life, and individuals
that made us look at the world differently.
These individuals inspired us, redirected our
lives, or made a comment that empowered us.
And, many of them dont know that that
moment ever happened. As a Lion,
contributing to the community, making a
difference, we may not always see the impact
our assistance has on others. I am hearing the
stories. Your passion to excel is changing
the world.

In my travels through out the world, I have
met many Lions and non-Lions. Both tell
stories of how Lions have made a difference to
their lives. Worldwide Lions have a passion to
excel, grow, and change the world one
community at a time. Use your passion to
make a difference and to inspire others. Keep
in mind, a quote often attributed to Mohandas
Karamachand Gandhi, "You must be the
change you wish to see in the world.”

Finally, please allow me this opportunity to
send you Seasons Greetings and to wish you,
your families and your fellow Lions all the best
for a very happy and prosperous New Year!

With thanks and gratitude.

Yours truly,

Dr. Ashok Mehta
Intemational President
Lions Clubs Intemational

On the Trail of b4
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Spouse Entrance Fee Rebate
Program

At the International Board Meeting i Kolkata,
India i INowember of 2005, the Spouse Entrance
Fee Eebate Concession provision was instituted
effective from December 1, 2005 through June 30,
2006, This provision provides a rebate of the
TT3E25 entrance fee when spouses of members join
the same existing Lions club. The rebate will be
credited to the club account on the club statetnent
after the new member iz reported on the Monthly
IMembership Eeport  to ensure the proper use of
this benefit the following requirements need to be
met:
1. The cluk adding the new member must
be i good standing.
2. The spouse must join the club i which
the spouse member holds membership.
3. There 15 no lLmit or restriction on the
mumber of spouses applying for the
rebate.

To obtain the form wou need to process the
application go to the Lions Club  website at the
following address:

www Honsclubs oro/ENfcontent/resources forms
metn. shtml

For questions regarding the processing of the form,
you can contact the Club Eecords and EBalling
Departtnent. E-mail: stats@lionsclubs org or FAZ
£30-571-1687

For questions regarding the eligihility requirements
contact the Membership Operations Department.

E-mail: memberopsi@honsclubs. org  Phone 630-
571-5466 ext. 340 or 356




28th DISTRICT 5M-4 MIDWINTER CONVENTION

January 27, 28, 29, 2006 Alexandria Holiday Inn, Alexandria, MN
PLEASE MAKE YOUR OWN HOTEL RESERVATIONS!
Call Alexandria Holiday Inn 320 7636577 Ask for Lions Convention Rate($74 95+tax)

IMPORTANT! Rooms must he reserved before Jan 1, 2006 or they will be released to the publicll
Reserve Hospitality Roorms through the Holiday Inn (320) 763-6577 Don’t forget to have a theme!!

INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION FORM

Saturday Banguet Choice

Mame Club Fork Medallion{ JBaked Chicken { )
Mame Club Forle Medallion] JBaked Chiclen( )
Address
City State Ap
Fhone Email
Mumber of children Ages
Would you like to help bag food between 2:00 - 5:00 Friday for “Kids Against Hunger”™? _ yes  no
All District Chorus Participants yes no (Saturday rehersal)
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EARLY BIRD CONVENTION PACKAGE (wciwnesau mears)y BEFORE DECEMBER 15, 2005
_ %B5.00 Regular Attendees @ %5500 First time attendees

_ @%20.00 children 128 under

CONVENTION PACKAGE  awciunes ars MEALS) AFTER DECEMBER 15, 2005
_ @%75.00 Regular Attendees ___ @%65.00 First time attendees

_ [@525.00 children 12 & under

Registration and payment of ALL Packages MUST be received by January 10, 2006

#oftickets INDNMIDUAL MEAL TICKETS { if you don’t select package) Price EXTEMED AMOUNT
__ Friday: International Director's Reception (Everyone YWelcome) Mo Charge
_ maturday Awards Breakfast .. §15.00 -
_ Baturday Lunche $20.00 -
_ Governor's Banguet Saturday Evening...... F30.00 -
 Bunday Brunch $20.00 -
Total Amount Enclosed - oo $

List any special dietary needs:

MAEKE CHECES PAYABLE TO: DISTRICT 5M-4 LIONS CONVENTION
SEND TO:

L2 CONVENTION COMMITEE,% BRIAN SHEEHAN N Y
L ) n 78454 310th ST.
- OLIVIA, MN. 58277 3
oo Y
e PHONE: B-(320} 365- 4027 x 111 B
C- (3200 212-7330 F§ 1

Email bsheetanircchi.com
Additional information on our wehsite at www.5mdlions.org



