
 
 

Going on a Lion’s Journey 
 

with District Governor Deb Harms 
 

My goodness!  It is September already.  Soon the 
leaves will be turning and the weather will be 
cooling off.  Autumn is my favorite season.  
Normally, the first hard frost takes care of the pesky 
bugs that I hate so much.  That hasn’t been much of 
an issue this summer, but I still look forward to 
cooler temps and less humidity! 
 
Late August provided us with the opportunity to 
attend a Campaign SightFirst II meeting headed up 
by Past District Governor Jerry Miller, our CSFII 
District Coordinator.  Special guest was Past 
District Governor Debra Wasserman our CSFII 
Sector Coordinator.  All of the CSFII Group 
Coordinators and some zone chairs and other 
interested Lions were in attendance.  We are doing 
well towards our goals, but could use more 
donations and pledges.  If your club hasn’t 
completed the pledge forms, please do so soon and 
forward them to your CSFII Coordinator.  If you 
need forms or want to know who your CSFII Group 
Coordinator is, please refer to your purple directory, 
go to the 5M4 website, contact me, or contact PDG 
Jerry Miller. 
 
One item I shared at the meeting that I heard while 
at District Governor Elect School, was about how 
the money that is donated to Lions Clubs 
International Foundation is used.  Every dollar that 
is donated to LCIF goes back out in the form of 
grants.  Every dollar.  We routinely donate to our 

churches, United Ways, Scouting programs, Cancer 
Society, etc, etc.  They cannot say the same thing.  
The question we as District Governor Elects were 
challenged with is ‘Why would we not want to 
donate to a charitable organization where ALL of 
the dollars we donate are put to use as intended?”  
The other thing pointed out to us was that we work 
hard for Lions and are proud to be Lions.  “Why 
would we not want to donate to our own 
Foundation?”  Those are a couple of good questions 
for all of us as Lions to ponder. 
 
If you want more information about Campaign 
SightFirst II or how to make a personal donation 
you can go to the Lions Clubs International website.  
Here is a link for your convenience:  
http://www.lions-csfii.org/live/content/index.shtml    
If you want more information about making a 
personal donation and you don’t have internet 
access, please contact your Group Coordinator, 
PDG Jerry Miller or myself and we’ll see to it that 
you get the information you need. 
 
In another article, I will report on our trip to Leader 
Dogs for the Blind in Rochester Michigan.  We in 
Multiple District 5M, and specifically 5M4, can be 
proud of all we do for the Leader Dog School!  I 
was very proud to be your representative there!  
Leader Dog representative Len Quinn will be one of 
our guests at the Mid Winter convention in January.  
Len was at the Multiple Convention in Willmar, so 



if you attended that convention, be sure to tell 
others who were not there about Len and his story.  
Len will speak at the Sunday brunch.  We may also 
have him do a seminar, not sure about that yet, as 
we haven’t finalized that part of the Mid Winter. 
 
Speaking of the Mid Winter convention, any ideas 
you have for the planning please get them to Past 
District Governor Kent Beissel or myself.  This is 
your convention and we want you to have the 
opportunity to learn what is important to you and to 
have fun while you are there. 
 
I’m writing this article Monday September 3 and on 
the 5th we leave for the USA Canada Lions 

Leadership Forum in Grand Rapids Michigan.  If 
you read the July newsletter article, you will 
understand this next comment – We are taking the 
train!  Bob says there is less of a chance of sleeping 
on an airport floor that way!  If you didn’t read the 
July newsletter – please get a hold of a copy and 
read it, but in a nut shell Bob & I got caught in 
Northwest’s flight fiasco the end of June and spent 
a night in the Detroit airport on our way to Chicago 
– don’t ask why, it’s a very long story. 
 
I hope you all will enjoy your autumn weather.  
Until next time, the journey continues… 
 

 
 

Vice District Governor Kenneth Harwick 
 

I am writing this article on the Amtrak as Kathy and I are returning from an uplifting few 
days in Grand Rapids at the USA Canada Forum. We shook many hands, collected pins 
and talked to people from all over sharing ideas on Lionism. 
 
We enjoyed our evening at the Zone 8 meeting in Nelson. It is always good to see new 
and familiar faces. Now we are looking forward to September and the changing seasons 
and all that coincides with it. 

 
Now that September is upon us and many clubs are returning to regular schedules-let's continue spreading the 
word on our activities and turning in the forms. 
 
Yours in Lionism! 
VDG Ken 

  
 
 
Contact DG or VDG by 
mail, phone or email 
 
Submit Newsletter 
information by mail or e-
mail (photos e-mail only) 
Deadline the 10th of the 
month. 
 

District Governor 
Deborah Harms (Bob) 
72530 CSAH 27 
Dassel MN 55325 
320-398-2932 h 
320-699-0393 c 
debharms@meltel.net 
 
 

Vice District Governor 
Kenneth Harwick (Kathy) 
724 7th Ave 
Madison MN  56256 
320-598-3268 h 
kharwick@frontiernet.net 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Robert Kensinger (Joanne) 
7975 Sunny Hollow Ln SW 
Alexandria MN 56308 
320-763-6202 h 
320-763-5900 w 
robafh@rea-alp.com 
 

 
 

The newsletter itself will not have pictures, or at least only a very few.  Most or all pictures will be posted to the 
5M4 website so they can be downloaded if you so desire.  I hope this helps with the size of the documents and 
the time for people to download the documents to your computers.  Let me know what you think of this change. 
Click this link to see the website Photos page: http://www.5m4lions.org/photos.htm 



Lions International Information 

LCIF Ranked Best 
Non-Governmental 

Organization 
Worldwide 

In a special report released Thursday, July 5, 2007, Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) ranked best 
among non-governmental organizations (NGOs) worldwide. From 34 global organizations, LCIF came in first 
for its execution of programs, demonstrated accountability, communications internally and externally, program 
adaptability to the surrounding community, and understanding the goals of its corporate supporters.  

LCIF beat out Rotary International, Habitat for Humanity, UNESCO and UNICEF, to name a few on the list. 

The ratings were compiled by the Financial Times in association with the Dalberg Global Development 
Advisers and the United Nations Global Compact. The assessment was published in the Financial Times' 
Corporate Citizenship and Philanthropy special report and highlights companies' growing interest in long-term 
partnerships to tackle an expanding range of social issues. The full story can be at 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/e230ea0e-294c-11dc-a530-000b5df10621.html and story about the list can be viewed 
at www.FT.com/cms/s/64b86094-2a90-11dc-9208-000b5df10621.html. The list was also reproduced in the 
Chronicle of Philanthropy. The full list can be viewed at http://media.ft.com/cms/e462102e-2b03-11dc-85f9-
000b5df10621,dwp_uuid=c1927432-1f9e-11dc-ac86-000b5df10621.pdf. 

The list was released at a meeting of executives of NGOs and the UN in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Lions Clubs International Foundation is Lions helping Lions serve the world. Donations provide funding in the 
form of grants to financially assist Lions districts with large-scale humanitarian projects that are too extensive 
for Lions to finance on their own. The Foundation aids Lions in making a greater impact in their local 
communities, as well as around the world. Through LCIF, Lions ease pain and suffering and bring healing and 
hope to people worldwide. For more information, visit www.lcif.org. 

Note from DG Deb – If you don’t have Internet access and would like more information as referenced 
above, give me a call at 320.398.2932 and let me know, and I’ll get it to you. 
 

 

Flooding in Southeastern Minnesota 
 
Please keep in your prayers the many people who lost their homes, businesses and in some cases their lives with 
the recent flood in southeastern Minnesota.  I’ve heard from 5M1 District Governor Clair Mrotek that the 
situation is very grave in some locations.  The Rushford and Winona Lions have a number of members who’ve 
lost everything.  Lions Clubs International Foundation has awarded an emergency $10,000 grant to 5M1 to help 
the flood victims.  Hopefully, there will be more financial help coming from LCIF.  Many people did not carry 
flood insurance because they were not located in a flood plain, so there is no insurance coverage.  Please 
continue to keep these people in your prayers and if you get an opportunity to help with clean up or perhaps to 
make a financial donation, be sure to seize the opportunity.  You won’t regret it! 



About Leader Dog 
 

Founded in 1939 by Lions Club members, Charles 
Nutting, Don Schuur and S.A. Dodge, Leader Dog 
has successfully matched and graduated over 
13,000 person / dog teams since its inception. The 
dream of these men became vision and 
independence for thousands. 
  
The dedicated staff at Leader Dog is over 100 
strong. The facilities, located on the original 14 
acres first purchased by the founders, have morphed 
from a farm with numerous outbuildings to a superb 
residence center, a stellar kennel, and well-
manicured grounds. This complex is home to our 
students, dogs; all services departments and the 
support staff that enable Leader Dog to enhance the 
lives of blind and visually impaired individuals 
from all over the world.  
  
As the second dog guide school founded in the U.S., 
we are proud of our programs offered, our graduates 
who live our mission each year and the thousands of 
lives that have been touched directly from the 
services provided by Leader Dog. To maintain the 
high standard of excellence we expect of ourselves, 
we are members of the U.S. Council of Dog Guide 
Schools and the International Guide Dog 
Federation. These bodies keep dog guide schools 
accountable for their actions, program additions and 
modifications. The International Guide Dog 
Federation reassesses members every five years. 
The last assessment conducted reflected the great 
efforts of our staff and volunteers. The veteran 
assessor with 36 years in the field had only positive 
comments. He impressed upon the management and 
staff that Leader Dog was among the best he had 
ever seen. 
  
The stories affirming the impact of Leader Dog 
services are endless. As the wheels of time continue 
to turn, so do the advancements of Leader Dog. 
Services to assist in job skills and living skills 
education are on the immediate agenda. Our 
ultimate goal is to be recognized as a full service 
resource center for individuals who are blind and 
visually impaired. Our vision is to become the most 
innovative and forward thinking organization in the 
profession. With consistent support and expansion 
of our services, we are well on our way. 

Governor Deb’s Journey… 
 
Bob and I visited Leader Dogs for the Blind the 
weekend of August 11 & 12 (pictures on the 5M4 
website).  During our visit we had the opportunity 
to learn about the entire program, including puppy 
evaluation, veterinary care, student admissions and 
training, and a presentation on how the harnesses 
and leashes are made. 
 
Leader Dog is unique in the profession as it adapts 
modern technology in the form of hand held Global 
Positioning System (GPS), referred to as Trekker, 
for a blind person.  Another part of this program is 
WorkCounts.  The WorkCounts initiative is 
designed to provide employment opportunities and 
training in assistance technology for the workplace. 
 
Highlights of the visit include 1) Walking 
blindfolded with a Leader Dog.  For this walk I was 
blindfolded and teamed up with an instructor and a 
highly trained Leader Dog to gain a better 
understanding of living with visual impairment.  2) 
Hearing from a graduate about how his Leader Dog 
has given him independence and mobility.  This 
was a true testimonial to the profound and positive 
impact a Leader Dog makes in the life of a person 
who is blind or visually impaired.  3) Being 
introduced as your representative from 5M4 was a 
very great honor.  Multiple District 5M ranked 
second for donations for the Lions Year 2006 2007, 
only the Lions Clubs of Michigan contributed more 
than we.  We can be extremely proud of this!! 
 
Donations from MD5M for 2006 2007 were 
$200,504.14.  There was one dog placed with a new 
student and four placed as replacement dogs in 
MD5M during 2006 2007.  In total, MD5M has 
received 237 dogs for service.  Whew!!  That’s a lot 
of service dogs. 
 
For more information about Leader Dogs, please 
contact Past District Governor Carl Hellzen or 
Nancy Erdahl for a program.  For those with 
Internet access, you can go to www.leaderdog.org 
for more information. 



 

5M4 Mid Winter Convention 
 
It is time to put the dates on your calendar.  
  

January 25, 26 & 27, 2008  
 

You won’t want to miss the fun and the opportunities to learn more about 
Lionism, as well as, to meet up with your old and make some new friends! 
 
Some early information on speakers: 

Becky Martin from Camp Needlepoint 
Len Quinn from Leader Dogs for the Blind 
International Director Ken & his wife Karin Schwols 

  From Loveland Colorado 
 
Start thinking about doing a hospitality room.  They are really a lot of fun 
and the more rooms, the more opportunities to meet up with old and new 
friends. 
 
If you have ideas for things you would like us to consider trying, send them 
to: 
    PDG Kent Beissel at kjjbeissel@mainstreetcom.com   or 
    DG Deb at debharms@meltel.net 
 
Above all, remember, this is your convention!  We want you to go away from 
it saying you had a lot of fun and it was worth your time to attend! 
 
The next newsletter should have the registration forms and more information.  
You can contact the Holiday Inn in Alexandria any time now to make your 
room reservations.  Be sure to ask for the Lions rate of $79.95.  The 
hospitality rooms are also $79.95 plus a one-time charge of $75.00 to 
remove the bed (yes the hotel has to move the bed-we cannot tip them on 
their sides). 



5M4 Mid-Winter Convention Constitution and Bylaws Notice 
 

We are rapidly approaching the district convention.  At the convention, any proposed amendments to the 
Constitution and Bylaws of District 5M4 will be considered.   
 

Proposed amendments shall be submitted in writing and must state the rationale for the change, reference to the 
article and section affected and an exact wording to be replaced or added. 
 

The proposed changes must be in the hands of the Constitution and Bylaws chairman by November 1, 2007.  
The committee will review the proposals and if they meet all of the specified criteria that are noted above, 
submit the proposed amendment to the Cabinet Secretary-Treasurer before December 1, 2007.  Each club will 
receive a copy of the proposed amendments 30 days prior to the opening business session of the annual district 
convention. 
 

If voted upon and approved, the amendments take effect at the close of the convention. 
 
The Constitution and Bylaws committee may make clerical changes as needed.  Such changes will be reported 
to the membership at the next annual convention. 
 

A copy of the 5M4 Constitution and Bylaws can be found at the district website, under cabinet, Constitution and 
Bylaws. 
 
Proposed amendments should be submitted to: 
 

 Lion Jim Gilman 
 31 Riverview Drive 
 Morris, MN 56267.   
 

Also include who is submitting the proposed change and what club you belong to. 
 

Lion Jim Gilman 
 Constitution and Bylaws chair 

Do you want to have a good Lions Experience?  
Volunteer for the State Fair Lions Eye Bank and Hearing Booth next year 

 
If you want to hear from the Minnesota State Fair visitors about all the good things Lions do for their 
community and how appreciative they are, you should work the State Fair Lions Eye Bank and Hearing Booth 
in the Education building.  At the booth we handed out free sunglasses for children under five and thus we saw 
many smiles and received many thank yous from the little children and their parents or grand parents. We also 
answered questions about how to get help for them or their families’ health needs. 
 
Each year the district is asked to staff the booth from 9 AM to 9 PM one day of the fair with three-hour shifts of 
preferably four Lions.  The booth has materials about both Lions Eye Bank and the Hearing Foundation.  Our 
day is generally the first Monday of the Fair, which just happens to be senior citizen day. 
 
So if you want to volunteer early for next years fair, please see your Hearing Foundation or Eye Bank District 
committee person.   They are in the directory.  The sign up sheet is generally passed around at the first cabinet 
meeting around August 1. 
 
Thank you Governor Deb and spouse Lion Bob, PDG Al Lalim, Lion Marty Athman and spouse Karla, Lion 
Duaine Essig, PDG Kett Ketterling, IPDG Jim Demaree and Lion Marge, Lion Kent Swenson, Lion Jeanne 
Miller, and PDG Kent Beissel and spouse Judy for helping staff the booth on August 27.  You can ask them on 
how it went and how much a Lion can help serve at the Minnesota State Fair. 
 
Get a good feeling about Lions by working the Lions Eye Bank and Hearing booth at Minnesota State Fair 
booth next year. 



 
7th Inning Stretch for CSF II 

 
Since it is the last year of the three-year campaign 
for Campaign SightFirst II, the analogy of the7th 
inning stretch can be made.  Now is the time to play 
ball because we are approaching the end of the 
campaign. 
 
If your club has not made a commitment to CSF II 
or if you as a Lion leader in your club believe your 
club could do more, please get a hold of the CSF II 
group leader in your zone.  The group leader will 
explain a process to help your club with the 
campaign. 
 
A Lion leader from your club should be selected so 
that fund raising projects could be coordinated and 
CSF II information shared with the club members.  

They also could solicit individual club members for 
donations as well as from non-Lions and or 
businesses.  The club and or the donors can then 
award a Melvin Jones to a deserving person in your 
club or community. 
 
To those Lions who attended our special CSF II 
meeting in Willmar on August 23, thank your for 
showing your interest and support of this very 
worthy cause.  We heard from our sector 
coordinator PDG Lion Debra Wasserman about the 
$150 M goal for preventing blindness and the $50 
M goal, which will be focused on research.  For six 
dollars we can prevent one person from becoming 
blind. Thank you to all the CSF II group leaders 
who participated in the meeting. 
 
Now is the time to play ball because it is the 7th 
inning stretch.  Please contact your CSF II group 
leader, myself (Jerry Miller), or District Governor 
Deborah Harms for more information on CSF II. 
Jerry Miller 
Campaign SightFirst II District Coordinator 

 

Diabetes EXPO 
 

It's a tradeshow ... It's one stop shopping for everything related to diabetes, healthy eating and active living. 
 

No matter how you describe it, the American Diabetes Association Diabetes EXPO provides the most 
comprehensive array of diabetes-related products, services and information available under one roof. 
 

An ADA Diabetes EXPO is for all people affected by diabetes, and anyone interested in healthy eating and 
active living. The event that began in 1995 in Phoenix, Arizona has grown to 18, metro, major and mid size 
cities around the country and more sites are being considered. 
 
The ADA Diabetes EXPO contains highly interactive events that include professional speakers, access to health 
providers, a variety of ADA program/event information, exercise and cooking demonstrations and much more. 
 

• Exhibitors provide how-to-product demonstrations, free samples and the latest products, services and 
information.  

• Medical professionals are present to answer questions  
• Exciting lectures are scheduled throughout the day  
• Cooking and exercise demonstrations  
• Free health screenings  
• Youth Zone – an interactive area for children  
 

If you have questions or need more information to participate in Diabetes EXPO as an exhibitor please contact 
the EXPO coordinator. We also provide opportunities for volunteering in our EXPO, learn more about our 
volunteer opportunities for further information please contact your local coordinator. Get more information 
about our sponsorship and exhibit opportunities.  

Minneapolis Convention Center 
Saturday, October 13 

 

Contact Woody Dokken at 320.843.3619 or Marty Athmann at 320.365.3312 for additional information.  



Calendar of Events 
 
September 14, 2007 (Friday) Pork Chop Dinner with the Cedar Mills Lions Club 5 PM to 7:30 PM; free dance 
form 7 PM to 11 PM; music by Wally Pikal. 
 
September 15, 2007 (Saturday) 9:00 AM Heel and Wheel For Hearing & Service Dogs of Minnesota at Phalen 
Park St Paul.  Register on-line or get information from http://www.hsdm.org/heel07.html ; call 1.612.729.5986 
or you can also contact Lion Marcia Gilman at 1.320.589.8885 for information. 
 
October 13, 2007 (Saturday) 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Diabetes Expo at the Minneapolis Convention Center.  Visit 
www.diabetes.org/minneapolisEXPO for more information or call 1.888.diabetes (1.888.342.2383).  You can 
also contact PDG Woody Dokken at 1.320.843.3619 or Lion Marty Athmann at 1.320.365.3312 for 
information. 
October 14, 2007 (Sunday) Litchfield Lions Club Belgian Waffle Feed, 8:30 am to 12:30.  Litchfield Civic 
Arena 
 
October 27, 2007 (Saturday) Thanksgiving For Vision at the Earle Brown Center.  Club Presidents watch for 
your invitation and plan to attend. 
 
November 1, 2007 (Thursday) Cabinet Meeting in Benson (tentative location).  6:00 PM Social and 6:30 PM 
Meeting. 
 
January 25, 2008 (Friday) Cabinet Meeting in Alexandria prior to the Mid Winter Convention. 
 
March 27, 2008 (Thursday) Cabinet Meeting in New  London (tentative location), 6:00 PM Social and 6:30 
PM Meeting. 
 
Please send calendar event items to DG Deb (debharms@meltel.net) prior to the 8th each month to be included 
in the Calendar of Events. 
 

Zone Meetings 
 
Zone 2 Sunday September 30, Ashby (time & location to follow) 
Clubs:  Ashby, Brandon, Elbow Lake, Evansville, Hoffman, Kensington, Wendell, Wheaton 
 
Zone 3 Tuesday Sepetember 25, Glenwood Lakeside Ballroom 
Clubs: Benson, Glenwood, Hancock, Lowry, Morris, Starbuck 
 
Zone 5 To Be Announced    Still need a zone chair 
Clubs:  Clara City, Danube, Maynard, Raymond, Renville, Sacred Heart 
 
Zone 6 Wednesday October 3, at the Lions Den in Buffalo Lake 
Clubs: Bird Island, Buffalo Lake, Fairfax & Lioness, Hector & Lioness, Morton, Olivia 
 
Zone 7 To Be Announced 
Clubs:  Kerkhoven, New London, Pennock, Spicer Sunrise, Willmar Evening, Willmar Noon 
 



On Safari 
With DG Deb 
 
SEPTEMBER  
17  Mon. Visit Carlos & Miltona 
22  Sat Villard Area Lions Charter Night 
23  Sun Zone 2 Mtg Ashby 
24  Mon. Visit Hoffman & Kensington 
25  Tue Zone 3 Meeting, Lakeside in Glenwood 
OCTOBER  
3  Wed. Zone 6 Meeting - Buffalo Lake Lion's 

Den 
8  Mon. Visit Madison 
10  Wed Visit Wheaton 
13  Sat. Diabetes Expo - Minneapolis 

Convention Center 
15  Mon. Visit Osakis 
16  Tues. Visit Dawson 
17  Wed. Visit Glenwood 
20  Sat. Council Governor's Meeting - 

Mahnomen 
22  Mon. Visit Alexandria Evening Lions 
24  Wed Visit Sauk Centre 
27  Sat. Thanksgiving for Vision, Earl Brown 

Center 
30  Tues. Visit Danube, Renville & Sacred Heart, 

at Danube 
NOVEMBER  
1  Thurs. Cabinet Meeting – Benson Bowling 

Alley 
3  Sat Hearing & Service Dog’s Graduation 
  
5  Mon. Visit Montevideo 
8  Thur. Visit Clara City, Raymond & Maynard 

at Maynard 
12  Mon. Visit Litchfield Lions & Lioness 
19  Mon. Visit Starbuck 
20  Tues. Visit Spicer 
26  Wed Visit Morris 
DECEMBER  

3  Mon. Visit Wendell & Elbow Lake 
5  Wed. Zone 6 Meeting - Morton Hilltop 
11  Tue Visit Willmar Evening 
JANUARY  
10  Thurs.  
17  Thurs. Visit Kingston 
25  Fri. Cabinet Meeting – Alexandria at 

Holiday Inn 
26~27 5M4 Mid Winter Convention - 

Alexandria Holiday Inn 
FEBRUARY  
4  Mon. Visit Atwater & Grove City 
6  Wed. Zone 6 Meeting - Fairfax 
11  Mon. Visit Ashby, Brandon & Evansville at 

Evansville 
25  Fri. Visit Milan 
MARCH  
15  Sat. Council of Governor's Meeting - 

Roseville 
18  Tue. Visit Forada 
27  Thurs. Cabinet Meeting - New London 

McKales 
APRIL  
7  Mon. Visit Darwin, Cedar Mills & Cosmos - 

Darwin 
12 MERLO Training at Shooting Star in 

Mahnomen 
MAY  
2 Council of Governors Mtg Shooting 

Star in Mahnomen 
2-4 Multiple Convention, Shhoting Star in 

Mahnomen 
7  Wed. Zone 6 Meeting - Hector 

Villard Area Lions Club Charter Night 
 

Saturday, September 22, 2007,    6:30 PM Social,    7 PM Dinner and Speaker 
 

Guest Speaker, PCC Brian Sheehan  
 

At the Villard Public School 
 

Ham & Chicken Buffet,  $12/person (payment in advance is appreciated) 
RSVP by September 12 to: 

 

Jim Schoberl,    11527 Maple Spring Dr. SE,    Alexandria, MN 56308 
320-763-6698 

jimmar@rea-alp.com 



DISTRICT CABINET 
 

District Governor  
Deborah Harms (Bob) 
72530 CSAH 27 
Dassel MN  55325 
H: 320-398-2932 
F: 320-398-8591 
C: 320-699-0393 
debharms@meltel.net 
 
Vice District Governor 
Kenneth Harwick (Kathy) 
724 7th Ave 
Madison MN  56256 
H: 320-598-3268 
kharwick@frontiernet.net 
 
Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer 
Skipp Timmins (Jerri) 
12935 Miltona Bay Rd NE 
Alexandria MN  56308 
H: 320-852-7320 
miltonaskipp@yahoo.com 
 
Immediate Past District 
Governor 
Jim Demaree (Marge) 
1415 Lake St  #125 
Alexandria MN  56308 
H: 320-763-4546 
C: 320-226-1752 
jmdemaree@maxminn.com 
 
Zone 1 
Bob McLellan (Pam) 
310 Alex Moore St 
Sauk Centre MN  56378 
H: 320-352-3642 
pmclellan@mainstreetcom.com 
 
Zone 1 Clubs: 
Alexandria 
Alexandria Golden Brothers 
Alexandria Sunrise 
Carlos 
Forada 
Miltona 
Osakis 
Sauk Centre 
Villard Area 
Alexandria Leo 
 
Zone 2 
Bob Grover (Donna) 
Box 81 
Ashby MN  56309 
H: 218-747-2205 
donnafay@prtel.com 
 
 

Zone 2 Clubs: 
Ashby 
Brandon 
Elbow Lake 
Evansville 
Hoffman 
Kensington 
Wendell 
Wheaton 
 
Zone 3 
Duaine Essig (Janis) 
400 Eide Cir Dr 
Glenwood MN  56334 
H: 320-634-4087 
doessig@msn.com or 
doessig@yahoo.com 
 
Zone 3 Clubs: 
Benson 
Glenwood 
Hancock 
Lowry 
Morris 
Starbuck 
 
Zone 4 
To Be Appointed 
 
Zone 4 Clubs: 
Appleton 
Dawson 
Madison 
Milan 
Montevideo 
Watson 
Montevideo Leo 
 
Zone 5 
To Be Appointed 
 
Zone 5 Clubs: 
Clara City 
Danube 
Maynard 
Raymond 
Renville 
Sacred Heart 
 
Zone 6 
Derek Stovern (Tami) 
PO Box 178 
Bird Island MN  55310 
H: 320-365-3852 
C: 320-262-0439 
derek@derekstovern.com 
 
 
 

Zone 6 Clubs: 
Bird Island 
Buffalo Lake 
Fairfax 
Franklin 
Hector 
Morton 
Olivia 
Fairfax Lioness 
Hector Lioness 
 
Zone 7 
Ruthie Agman 
430 30th St NW  Apt 108 
Willmar MN  56201 
H: 320-214-9513 
rrag@willmar.com 
 
Zone 7 Clubs: 
Kerkhoven 
New London 
Pennock 
Spicer Sunrise 
Willmar Evening 
Willmar Noon 
 
Zone 8 
Dennis Hendrickson (Debbie) 
PO box 17 
Cokato MN  55321 
H: 320-286-5164 
C: 320-282-0309 
ddhendr@hotmail.com 
 
Zone 8 Clubs: 
Atwater 
Cedar Mills 
Cosmos 
Darwin 
Grove City 
Kingston 
Litchfield 
Litchfield Lioness 
 
Constitution / ByLaws 
Jim Gilman (Marcia) 
31 Riverview Dr 
Morris MN  56267 
H: 320-589-8885 
B: 320-235-3311 
B: 320-589-2602 
C: 320-212-7840 
jimg@cdscpa.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Campaign SightFirst II 
District Coordinator 
Jerry Miller (Jeanne) 
664 Nemec Estates Rd SW 
Alexandria MN  56308 
H: 320-763-7932 
B: 320-208-7003 
jlmiller@rea-alp.com 
 
Campaign SightFirst II 
Group Coordinator – A 
(Zone 1) 
Jim Schoeberl 
11527 Maple Springs Dr SE 
Alexandria MN  56308 
H: 320-763-6698 
jimmar@rea-alp.com 
 
Campaign SightFirst II 
Group Coordinator – B 
(Zone 2) 
Dave Jensen (Katherine) 
32549 Cty Hwy 11 
Wendell MN  56590 
H: 218-458-2428 
C: 218-458-2107 
oakstuff@runestone.net 
 
Campaign SightFirst II 
Group Coordinator – C 
(Zone 3) 
Barry Erdahl (Nancy) 
44350 230th St 
Morris MN  56267 
H: 320-589-1265 
B: 320-589-2011 
barryaerdahl@hotmail.com 
 
Campaign SightFirst II 
Group Coordinator – D 
(Zone 4) 
Dennes Borman (Florence) 
1301 E Ashmore Ave 
Montevideo MN  56265 
H: 320-269-9226 
dennes@borman.com 
 
Campaign SightFirst II 
Group Coordinator – E 
(Zone 5) 
Duane Dieken 
11080 60th St SE 
Clara City MN  56222 
H: 320-847-2695 
dieken@hcinet.net 
 



Campaign SightFirst II 
Group Coordinator – F 
(Zone 6) 
Derek Stovern (Tami) 
PO Box 178 
Bird Island MN  55310 
H: 320-365-3852 
C: 320-262-0439 
derek@derekstovern.com 
 
Campaign SightFirst II 
Group Coordinator – G 
(Zone 7) 
Bill Paterson 
1208 26th St NW 
Willmar MN  56201 
H: 320-235-7220 
C: 320-220-2588 
bill.paterson@educationminne
sota.org 
 
Campaign SightFirst II 
Group Coordinator – H 
(Zone 8) 
Douglas Miller (Joanne) 
62142 245th St 
Litchfield MN  55355 
H: 320-593-6010 
djmiller@hutchtel.net 
 
Diabetes (North) 
Alwood ‘Woody’ Dokken 
(Nancy) 
210 20th St 
Benson MN  56215 
H: 320-843-3619 
C: 320-815-9172 
woodydokke@charter.net 
 
Diabetes (South) 
Marty Athmann (Karla) 
460 S 10th St 
PO Box 337 
Bird Island MN  55310 
H: 320-365-3312 
C: 320-579-1357 
mkathmann@athmannsinn.com 
 
District Float 
Sheri Swenson (Curt) 
87138 300th St 
Danube MN  56230 
H: 320-826-2427 
llamas_r_sweet@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Website 
Merlin Athmann 
PO Box 486 
Bird Island MN  55310 
B: 320-365-9997 
C: 320-522-1264 
mja@athmannsinn.com 
 
District Website 
Brian & Lori Sheehan 
78454 310th St 
Olivia MN  56277 
H: 320-523-1588 
B: 320-365-4027 
bsheehan@rccbi.com 
 
Hearing & Service Dogs 
Marcia Gilman (Jim) 
31 Riverview Dr 
Morris MN  56267 
H: 320-589-8885 
jimg@cdscpa.com 
 
LCIF 
Ron Branch (Ann) 
1301 Firemans Lodge Rd SW 
Alexandria MN  56308 
H: 320-763-6893 
B: 320-763-6983 
branch@rea-alp.com 
 
Leader Dogs (North) 
Nancy Erdahl (Barry) 
44350 230th St 
Morris MN  56267 
H: 320-589-1265 
F: 320-589-6158 
erdahl@morris.umn.edu 
 
Leader Dogs (South) 
Carl Hellzen (Marge) 
412 E 4th St 
Litchfield MN  55355 
H: 320-693-8735 
machellzen@mcshi.com 
 
LEHP 
Al Lalim 
PO Box 34 
Glenwood MN  56334 
H: 320-634-3461 
C: 320-808-6239 
lalipop@runestone.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leo Clubs 
Merrie Bertrand (Tim) 
6005 30th Ave SW 
Montevideo MN  56265 
H: 320-269-6345 
B: 320-269-6481 
F: 320-269-6485 
C: 320-226-3823 
merrietim@mvtvwireless.com 
 
Liberty Day 
Richard Hagen (Gladie) 
34522 830th Ave 
Olivia MN  56277 
H: 320-523-1677 
dickhagen@rswb.coop 
 
Lioness Liaison 
Joanne Miller (Doug) 
62142 245th St 
Litchfield MN  55355 
H: 320-593-6010 
C: 320-267-5284 
djmiller@hutchtel.net 
 
Lions MD5M 
Hearing Foundation 
Richard Betlach (LaRayne) 
511 Hickman Dr 
Sauk Centre MN  56378 
H: 320-352-2773 
B: 320-254-8271 
 
Lions MD5M 
Hearing Foundation 
Kent Swenson (Erica) 
18073 457th Ave 
Morris MN  56267 
H: 320-589-0067 
B: 320-589-2665 
swenstones@fedtel.net 
 
Long Range Planning 
Curt Hollan (Amy) 
PO Box 697 
Hector MN  55342 
H: 320-848-2412 
C: 320-583-7575 
 
Mid Winter Convention 
Kent Beissel (Judy) 
146 N 4th St 
Sauk Centre MN  56378 
H: 320-352-3482 
kjjbeissel@mainstreetcom.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MN Lions Eye Bank 
Kent Beissel (Judy) 
146 N 4th St 
Sauk Centre MN  56378 
H: 320-352-3482 
kjjbeissel@mainstreetcom.com 
 
MN Lions Eye Bank 
Jerry Miller (Jeanne) 
664 Nemec Estates Rd SW 
Alexandria MN  56308 
H: 320-763-7932 
B: 320-208-7003 
jlmiller@rea-alp.com 
 
MERLO Team Chair 
Kenneth Harwick (Kathy) 
724 7th Ave 
Madison MN  56256 
H: 320-598-3268 
kharwick@frontiernet.net 
 
MERLO Team Extension 
Morrie Faehnrich (Shirley) 
PO Box 173 
Alexandria MN  56308 
H: 320-846-8381 
 
MERLO Team Leadership 
Development 
Lori Sheehan (Brian) 
78454 310th St 
Olivia MN  56277 
H: 320-523-1588 
C: 320-212-7331 
lsheehan@rccbi.com 
 
MERLO Team Membership 
Brian Sheehan (Lori) 
78454 310th St 
Olivia MN  56277 
H: 320-523-1588 
B: 320-365-4027 
C: 320-212-7330 
bsheehan@rccbi.com 
 
MERLO Team Orientation 
Edwin Holst (Karen) 
PO Box 334 
254 Miller St 
Spicer MN  56288 
H: 320-796-6906 
B: 320-769-2129 
F: 320-796-6250 
md5mlion@tds.net 
 
 
 
 
 



MERLO Team Retention 
Ryan Rustan (Melissa) 
32153 Hwy 59 N 
Elbow Lake MN  56531 
H: 218-685-6405 
F: 320-968-5333 
C: 320-260-0093 
rrustan@co.benton.mn.us 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Robert Kensinger (Joanne) 
7975 Sunny Hollow Ln SW 
Alexandria MN  56308 
H: 320-763-6202 
B: 320-763-5900 
robafh@rea-alp.com 
 

PDG Advisory Committee 
Chair 
Al Lalim 
PO Box 34 
Glenwood MN  56334 
H: 320-634-3461 
C: 320-808-6239 
lalipop@runestone.net 
 
Protocol 
Dennis Zimmerman 
151 N 3rd St 
Sauk Centre MN  56378 
H: 320-352-2815 
dezim@mainstreetcom.com 
 
 
 

Public Relations 
Bob Harms (Deborah) 
72530 CSAH 27 
Dassel MN  55325 
H: 320-398-2932 
B: 320-398-8591 
F: 320-398-8591 
C: 320-699-0179 
md5mlion@meltel.net 
 
USA Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum 
Keith Johnson (Marian) 
626 Turnberry Ln 
Litchfield MN  55355 
H: 320-593-3731 
C: 320-894-8822 
kmjohn@hutchtel.net 

Youth Exchange 
Jim Kraus (Esther) 
1102 SW Becker Ave 
Willmar MN  56201 
H: 320-222-4213 
jlkraus1@msn.com 
 
Youth Outreach:  
Peace Poster 
Nancy Dokken (Woody) 
210 20th St S 
Benson MN  56215 
H: 320-843-3619 
B: 320-843-4966 
C: 320-843-4966 
nancydokken@charter.net 
 

 
 

 


